Preface

I am immensely happy to know that Haryana Police is organizing
Inter School Road Safety Quiz Competition for enhancing awareness about
traffic laws, road regulations and driving skills. The school children are
excellent teachers and they have the capacity to influence their parents
and near and dear ones to follow traffic rules. It is therefore the need of
the hour to target children to spread the message of road safety.

Lack of driving sense and perpetual disobedience of traffic rules
has made out roads extremely unsafe. It does not come as a surprise
that most of the drivers of motor vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists and even
the traffic police personnel managing and controlling traffic on the roads
are not fully aware of traffic rules and regulations. Lack of awareness
about the concept of safe or defensive driving coupled with poor
enforcement of rules of the road have resulted in chaotic driving
conditions on Indian roads. More than, 1,40,000 persons die in
accidents on Indian roads every year Gravity of the situation can be
gauged from the fact that India has 1% of the World’s vehicles and
10% of the road accidents.

Lack of driving skills is the single most important cause of traffic
accidents in the country. With increasing population and rising economic
prosperity, lakhs of new drivers are added to our roads every year.
The situation on road safety front will not improve unless the
prospective drivers are imparted proper training in driving. One of the
very important steps to bring some discipline on the road and prevent
accidents is to offer quality driver training and implement an effective
licensing system. This driving manual is a step in the right direction in
that context and will go a long way in helping improve the driving
skills of our people.

I congratulate Shri Shatrujeet kapur, IPS, Additional Director
General of Police for organizing Inter School Road Safety Quiz
Competition to inculcate a culture of Road Safety in the young minds.
This effort will go a long way in inculcating good driving sense among the
prospective young drivers.

I wish them all the best.

Director General of Police
Haryana
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1.INTRODUCTION

Driving a motor vehicle is not a right. Rather, it is a privilege and this
privilege comes with many responsibilities. In order to enjoy the
privilege of driving, it is important that you should know what laws,
rules and regulations exist for safe driving and must follow them at all
times. As the driver of a vehicle, your aim should be to make driving
a safe and enjoyable experience for yourself, for the passengers in
your vehicle, as well as for other drivers sharing the road.

Driving is a complex task and complicated situations can arise at any
point of time. How you react to such situations depends upon your
training, alertness and your attitude while driving.

1.1. Purpose of the Driving Manual

This driving manual has been prepared to help new drivers grasp
the principles of safe and responsible driving. We have tried to present
traffic rules and regulations along with examples and diagrams to create
awareness among drivers and vehicle owners. Please bear in mind that
this manual should be used only as a guide and not as a substitute to the
existing traffic laws and statutes.

If you are applying for a license, this manual will help you prepare for
Haryana State’s preliminary test and the driving test. If you already have
a license, the information contained in this manual will still be useful to
improve your understanding of the rules of the road.

Please note that the information provided in this document is subject to
change on account of amendments in laws, statutes, rules and road signs.



2.THE DRIVING LICENSE

As per Section 3(1) of the Motor Vehicles Act 1988, an effective driving
license is required to drive any motor vehicle on public roads. No person
is permitted to drive a vehicle in any public place unless he or she holds a
valid driving licence issued to him (or her) authorising him (or her) to
drive the category of vehicle for which the licence was issued.

Driving licence is issued by the local licensing authority. Each Sub-
Divisional Officer (Civil) in the state of Haryana has been designated as
the licensing authority for a motor vehicle other than a transport
vehicle or an omnibus within the area of his or her jurisdiction. In
other words, SDMs issue driving licences for light motor vehicles and toe
wheelers. For transport vehicles, the Regional Transport Officer and
Assistant District Transport Officer, or any other person as appointed by
the State Government is the licensing authority to issue licenses to
persons residing within their area of jurisdiction.

2.1. Age Eligibility

A person cannot be issued a driving licence unless he (or she) meets the
age criterion for the class of vehicle for which he (or she) applies for a
licence. Following is the age eligibility criterion for driving a motor vehicle
in India.

16 years - For motor cycles with engine capacity not exceeding
50cc.
20 years - For transport vehicles (public service vehicles, goods

carriages, educational institution bus or a private service
vehicle) that are used for hire or reward, or for
transporting goods.

18 years - Any other vehicle.

Moreover, it is the responsibility of the owner or person in charge of the
vehicle to not permit any person who does not have a valid licence or
does not satisfy the age requirements, to drive the vehicle. If he do so
then he is doing an offence under section 180 of motor vehicle act, for this
there if proving of 3 months jail or Rs. 1000/_or both.

2.2. Types of Driving Licenses

Following types of licenses are issued by the licensing authority in India.



Learner's licence

Every new driver must acquire a learner's license for learning to
drive a motor vehicle of the class for which learner’s licence is
intended. Learner's licence is issued after passing a preliminary test
and is valid for six months from the date it is issued.

A person holding a learner's license is allowed to drive while
receiving instructions or for gaining experience in driving provided
he or she is accompanied by an instructor holding an effective
driving license for that category of the vehicle and the instructor is
sitting in such a position to control or stop the vehicle, if needed.

The vehicle driven by a person holding _2em
learner's license must also have 'L' sign
(see Diagram 1) displayed (painted
or attached) on the vehicle in the front
and the rear, in red on a white
background. The dimensions of the
letter 'L" must be at least ten
centimetres in height, two centimetres - pp |

|

in thickness, and nine centimetres in !
width at the bottom. b 18cm ——————

Diagram 1
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|l.u3 Z|

Driving Licence

Driving licence is issued to eligible persons, Indian citizens or foreign
nationals, allowing them to drive a motor vehicle in India. The
holder of the driving license is permitted to drive a vehicle of the
class as mentioned on his or her driving license. The driving
licence is valid in any part of India. Applicant is eligible to apply for
the driving licence after thirty days from the date of issue of the
learner’s license but before the expiry of the learner’s licence.

Driving licence for vehicles other than transport vehicles is issued
for a period of twenty years from the date of issue, or until the date
on which the person being issued the licence attains the age of fifty
years, whichever is earlier. For a person who has attained the age
of fifty years on or before the date of issue of licence, the licence is
issued for a period of five years from the date of issue or renewal.

License for transport vehicles is issued or renewed for a period of
three years. However, the licence is issued or renewed for a period
of one year only in case the licence is to drive a transport vehicle
carrying goods of dangerous or hazardous nature.



2.3.

International Driving Permit (IDP)

The licensing authority is also competent to issue International
Driving Permit to Indian nationals to drive vehicles in countries
other than India but excluding the countries with which there are no
diplomatic relations. However, driving a motor vehicle in another
country must be in compliance with the laws and regulations of that
country. IDP is valid for a period of not more than one year from
the date of issue or till the validity of the driving licence, whichever is
earlier.

Categories of Driving Licences

The driving licences in India are issued for some broad classes of vehicles.
Moreover, a driving licence is issued under a specific category - Non-
Transport, or Transport - for every class of vehicle based on the purpose of

use.

Different classes of vehicles for which licences are issued are:

Motorcycle Without Gears

A licence for Motorcycle Without Gears class of vehicles is issued for
driving only two-wheelers without gears. A person holding such a
licence cannot drive a two-wheeler with gears or a vehicle which does
not fall in the class of a motorcycle. (no categories for Transport and
non-transport2 wheelers??)

Motorcycle With Gears

Licence for Motorcycle With Gears is issued for driving only two-
wheelers like motorcycle, scooter etc. A person with a Motorcycle
with Gears licence can drive any two-wheeler with or without gears
but cannot drive a vehicle that does not fall in the class of a
motorcycle. (no categories for Transport and non-transport2
wheelers??)

J Light Motor Vehicle

The licence for the Light Motor Vehicle class of vehicles is issued for
driving motor vehicles like motor car, jeep, tractor, tempo etc. A
licence for a Light Motor Vehicle is further restricted based on the
purpose of use and the type of vehicle.



J Transport Vehicle

Transport Vehicles heavy include vehicles like trucks, buses, tourist
coaches, tractor trailers, goods vehicles etc. Such vehicles are either
passenger vehicles used for hire or reward, or goods vehicles. A
separate driving licence is required to drive this class of vehicles.

Invalid Carriage

This is a class of motor vehicles which are specially designed and
constructed, and not merely adapted, for the use of a person
suffering from some physical defect or disability, and used solely by or
for such a person.

Road Roller

This is a special class of vehicles which are used for the construction
of roads or compacting purpose.

Motor Vehicle of a Specified Description

A licence can also be issued to entitle the holder to drive a motor
vehicle of a specified description. Some example of this class of
vehicles are loaders and excavators, cranes, fork-lifts, boring rigs,
and other construction equipment.

2.4. Getting Your Learner’s Licence

Following documents are required to apply for learner’s licence:

properly filled in application form (Form 2),
requisite fee,

proof of Residence,

proof of age,

three recent passport size photographs,

self-declaration (Form 1). A medical certificate (Form 1-A) is needed in
case the application is for getting the learner’s licence for a transport
vehicle or if the person has attained the age of forty years.

the driving license currently held by the applicant in case the
application is for transport vehicle, and

consent of parent or guardian in case the applicant is a minor.



Preliminary Test

Once the applicant has submitted the application form along with
documents as mentioned above, the applicant is required to appear for a
test of knowledge. This test is conducted to satisfy the licensing authority
that the applicant possesses adequate knowledge of:

- traffic signs, signals, and rules of the road regulations,

- duties of a driver when his or her vehicle is involved in an
accident,

- precautions to be taken while passing an unmanned railway
crossing, and

- documents that the driver should carry with him or her while
driving a motor vehicle.

The applicant is required to correctly answer at least 60 percent of the
questions in the test.

2.5. Getting Your Driving License

An applicant can apply for the driving license after 30 days from the date of
issue of learner’s licence. Following documents are needed to apply for the
driving licence.

- duly filled in application (Form 4),

- effective learner’s licence to drive the vehicle of class to which
this application relates,

- appropriate fee,
- three recent passport size photographs,

- Self declaration (Form 1). A medical certificate (Form 1-A) is
needed in case the application is for the driving licence for a
transport vehicle or if the person has attained the age of forty
years

- proof of residence,
- proof of age, and

- driving certificate in Form 5 issued by the driving school from
where the applicant received training, if any. Driving certificate is
required if the application is for the issue of driving licence for a
transport vehicle.



Driving Test

After the application is submitted for the driving licence to the licencing
authority, the applicant is required to appear for a driving test. The
driving test is conducted in a vehicle of the type for which the licence is
sought by the applicant. The applicant is tested for driving skills,
understanding of the vehicle, knowledge of traffic laws, rules and
regulations, signs, signals, and general attitude while driving:

- taking suitable precautions before starting the engine including
adjusting rear-view mirror(s),

- moving away safely and smoothly straight ahead,

- regulating speed and adjusting gears properly when the traffic
conditions or road conditions warrant reduction in speed,

- stopping, parking, starting the vehicle and moving away on a hill
road or slope with proper use of hand brakes, throttle and or foot
brake without any rolling back,

- turning left and right at corners with proper use of rear-view
mirror(s) before signaling,

- overtaking with proper use of rear-view mirror(s) and signals, or
allow to be overtaken properly,

- using appropriate turn signals in a clear and unmistakable manner
by hand or by electrical indicators,

- changing lanes with proper signals and with due care,

- stopping the vehicle in emergency or otherwise. If not an
emergency, bring the vehicle to rest at an appropriate course on
the road safely giving appropriate signals,

- in case of vehicle having reverse gear, driving the vehicle
backwards, reversing it into a limited opening either to the right or
to the left under control and with reasonable accuracy,

- causing the vehicle to face in the opposite direction by using
forward or reverse gears,

- taking correct and prompt action on signals given by traffic signs,
traffic lights, or traffic police and other road users,

- acting correctly at pedestrian crossings which are not regulated by
traffic lights or traffic police to give preference to the pesons
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crossing the road,

demonstrating general control of the vehicle by confident steering
and smooth gear changing and braking as and when necessary,

using proper lane or side when moving straight, turning left or
right and at junction of the road,

anticipating actions of the pedestrians, drivers of other vehicles
and cyclists,

taking precautions at cross roads and on road junctions by
adjusting speed on approach, using rear-view mirrors, correct
positioning of the vehicle and avoiding cutting corners for right
turn,

concentrating in driving without getting being distracted and
demonstrating his or her presence of mind,

showing courtesy and consideration for the safety and convenience
of other road users such as pedestrians, drivers of other vehicles or
cyclists.

In case the applicant fails the test, he or she is allowed to reappear for

the driving test after seven days. If the applicant fails to pass the test in

three attempts, he (or she) will have to wait for another sixty days from

the date of the last test before re-appearing for the driving test.

A person can be exempted from the driving test, if the applicant,

has already held a driving licence of the same class for which the
application has been made and the period between the expiry
date of that licence and the date of application does not exceed
five years, or

already holds or has held a driving licence to drive a motor
vehicle of the same class belonging to the Central Government, or
holds a valid driving licence to drive a motor vehicle of the same
class issued by a competent authority of any other country
outside India.

A person may also be exempted from the driving test by the licensing
authority if the applicant possesses a driving certificate issued by any
institution recognised in this behalf by the State Government.

11



2.6. Getting Your International Driving Permit (IDP)

The application for an IDP must submit the following:
- form 4-A duly filled in,
- effective driving licence issued by the licencing authority,
- appropriate fee,
- three recent passport size photographs,
- medical certificate (Form 1-A),
- valid Indian passport, and

- valid proof of visa, wherever applicable.

2.7. Additions to the Driving Licence

In case a person has driving licence for a particular class
of vehicles and desires to add another class of motor vehicles to
the driving licence already issued, an application should be submitted to
the licencing authority along with the following documents:

- appropriate application form duly filled in (Form 8),
- appropriate fee,

- effective learner’s licence or driving licence to which the addition is
sought, and

- driving certificate in Form 5 in case of application for addition of a
transport vehicle.

Any provisions applicable for the grant of a driving licence for a
particular class or description of vehicle will also be applicable when an
application is made to add that class or description to the existing
licence.

2.8. Renewal of a Driving License

An application for the renewal of licence has to be made to the licensing
authority having the jurisdiction over the area where the applicant

ordinarily resides or carries on business.
12



Documents required for the renewal of driving license are:
- appropriate application form duly filled in (Form 9),
- appropriate fee,

- three copies of applicant’s recent passport size photograph (5cm x 6
cm),

- driving license currently held or last held, and

- self-declaration (Form 1). A medical certificate (Form 1-A) is needed in
case the application is for renewal of licence for a transport
vehicle or if the person has attained the age of forty years.

If the application for renewal of a licence is submitted more than 30
(thirty) days from the date of its expiry, the driving licence is renewed
with effect from the date of its renewal.

If the application for renewal is made more than five years after the
driving licence has seized to be effective, the applicant is required to
pass the test of competence again.

2.9. Duplicate Driving License

In case of loss, theft, or mutilation of the existing driving licence, a
duplicate driving license may be issued. Following documents are needed to
apply for a duplicate license:

- appropriate application form duly filled in (Form HR No. 1),

- appropriate fee (No fee is charged in case the licence was lost while in
the custody of a Court or an authority to which it was submitted or
surrendered),

- two copies of the applicant’s recent passport size photographs, and

- an affidavit that the licence is not with the challan with any
authority of India, in case the licence is lost or destroyed.

13



3. KNOW YOUR VEHICLE

It is important to know your vehicle thoroughly. You should be aware of
the controls, safety features, indicators, various lights and alarms fitted
in your vehicle as shown in the diagram 2. Read the vehicle’s user guide
and get yourself familiar with various functions and warning indications.
Regularly check the lights, horn, brakes, tyres and other controls to make
sure they are in working condition.

YOUR VEHICLE

e Rearview

indscreen

_ Headlights Mirror Homn _

(High & Low Beams) Windscreen \ Stop Light
Wipers

Turn Indicators
rmn Indicators

License
Plate

Hand Brake
Foot Break

Pedal Silencer Seat Belts

Diagram 2

3.1. Brakes

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with two independent and efficient
braking systems, namely, the hand operated parking brake and foot
operated service brake (see Diagram 3). The braking system shall be of
adequate strength to stop the vehicle within the prescribed distance and
hold it at rest in all conditions.

3.2. Clutch and Accelerator

The clutch is wused to disengage
transmission from the engine at the time
of change of gear or while stopping the
vehicle. Accelerator, as the name
suggests, is used to increase/decrease
speed of the vehicle (see Diagram 3).

Diagram 3
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3.3. Steering Wheel

Steering wheel, sometimes also called driving wheel, is part of the steering
system that allows the driver to control the steering of the vehicle.

The correct way of holding the steering wheel, as far as possible, is with
both the hands at “Quarter to three” or “ten to two” positions as shown in
the diagram 4 below. You should hold the steering wheel at all times and
never leave it unattended. Further, you should never cross hands while
rotating the steering wheel. Also, never operate any vehicle control by
inserting your hand through the steering wheel. Some examples of incorrect
maneuvering of the steering wheel are given below (see Diagrams 5-9).

—
INCORREC’

Diagram 4 Diagram 5 _

— ~
INCORRECT‘ INCORRECT

Diaw_( Diagram 7
— “ ‘\

INCORRECT INCORRECT

Diagram 8 Diagram 9
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3.4. Horn

Every vehicle must be fitted with a working horn to provide sufficient
audible warning of the approach or location of the vehicle. Bells and
sirens are NOT horns. Use your horn only when necessary to avoid
a crash. Also, no vehicle other than emergency vehicles such as
ambulance, fire engines, police vehicles or as approved by the
registering authority shall be fitted with multi-toned horn that gives a
succession of different sounds or produces an unduly harsh, shrill,
loud or alarming noise.

Please note that the use of horn is also governed by
environmental regulations. As a general rule, you should not:

o needlessly and continuously blow horn or more than necessary to
ensure safety,

o blow horn in silence zone,

+ make use of a cut-out by which exhaust gases are released other
than through the silencer,

o fit or use any multi-toned horn giving a harsh, shrill, loud or
alarming noise,

o drive a vehicle creating undue noise when in motion,

+ drive a vehicle using a muffler (silencer) causing alarming noise.

3.5. Licence Plate

A registration mark (also known as licence or number plate) must be
displayed clearly and legibly both at the front and at the rear of all
motor vehicles. A white light bulb or rear lamp must properly illuminate

the entire registration mark area.

The letters of the registration mark must be in English and numbers in
Arabic numerals in black colour on yellow background for transport
vehicles and in all other cases, in black colour on white background.
Nothing else should be written, displayed or painted on the licence plate
other than the registration number. The size of letters and numerals on

the licence plate must conform to the following dimensions:
Size of the number plate for different classes of vehicles should be
as under:

16



Class of vehicle Side Height Thickne Space

(mm) Ss betwe
(mm) en
All motor cycles and three- Rear letters 35 7 S5
wheeled invalid carriages
Rear 40 7 5
All motor cycles and three- numerals
wheeled invalid carriages
Motor cycleswith Front 15 2.5 2.5
engine capacity less letters
than 70cc & numerals
Other motor cycles Front 30 5 5
letters
& numerals
Three wheelers of engine Rear and 35 7 5
capacity not exceeding front letters
500cc & numerals
Three wheelers of engine Rear and 40 7 5
capacity exceeding 500cc front letters
& numerals
All motor vehicles Rear and 65 10 10
front letters
& numerals
Two and Three wheelers 200 x 100 mm (a size of 285 x 45 mm
in the front is also permitted for motor
cycles)
Passenger cars 500 x 120 mm

Light Motor Vehicles (other than cars) 340 x200 mm

Agricultural tractors 285 x 45 mm (front)
200 x 100 mm (rear)

3.6. Silencer

All motor vehicles must be fitted with silencers that reduce the noise from
the escaping exhaust gases as far as practicable. Check the silencers
regularly for any leaks.



3.7. Tyres

The tyres should be kept properly inflated and in sound working condition.
Inspect them regularly for cuts, cracks, uneven wear, bald spots, bulges,
and punctures. Also, carry a good spare tyre and check its pressure
periodically.

3.8. Windscreen and Windows

Front windscreen of every motor vehicle must be made of laminated
safety glass and the side windows and the rear window must be made of
safety glass. These types of glasses prevent pieces from flying in the event
of cracking or breaking of the window glass.

Ensure that your view through the windscreen and rear window (through
the inside rear view mirror) is not obstructed by cracks, dirt, steam,
water, ice or other objects placed or suspended between the driver and
the windscreen.

In addition, as per Rule 100(2) of the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989,
the glass of the windscreen and the rear window of every motor vehicle
must be maintained such that the visual transmission of light (VTL) is not
less than 70%. For the side windows, the visual transmission of light must
not be less than 50%. The Hon’ble Supreme court has banned the use of
black film of any kind and of any VTL percentage on the windscreens or on
the side windows of the vehicles and made the same an offence.

3.9. Windscreen Wiper

Every motor vehicle other than a motor cycle or an invalid carriage,
having a windscreen, must be fitted with a power-operated windscreen
wiping system. Regularly maintain the wipers in good condition for proper
wiping of water from the windscreen while driving in rain.

3.10. Direction Indicators and Stop Lights

Every motor vehicle must be fitted with amber coloured, electrically
operated blinking lights to indicate the driver’s intent to turn to the right or
to the left. The lights must be fitted on the right and left sides of the
vehicle and must be clearly visible from both front and rear.

All motor vehicles other than motor cycles must be fitted with red coloured
18



stop lamps both on the rear left and right side of the vehicle. These
lamps must light up when the foot operated service brake is used
indicating the intention to slow down or stop. Motor cycles must be fitted
with one such stop light in the rear.

Also, every motor vehicle must be fitted with at least one lamp in the rear
that gets automatically operated throwing white light in the rear, when
the vehicle is being driven in the reverse gear.

In addition, all vehicles other than motor cycles, must be equipped with a
device to make all the directional indicators flash together when the
vehicle is stationary or immobilized on the road giving hazard warning to
other vehicles.

Check regularly to ensure that these lamps are in working condition.

3.11. Reflectors

Every motor vehicle other than motor cycles and three-wheelers must be
fitted with two red reflectors, one each on both sides at the rear. Motor
cycles must be fitted with at least one red reflex reflector at the rear. In
order to better understand the requirement of reflectors, it is desirable to
know various categories of goods & passenger vehicles as under:

Category M : means a motor vehicle with at least four wheels used for the
carriage of passengers and their luggage.

o Category M-1 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of
passengers and their luggage and comprising no more than eight seats in
addition to the driver's seat.

o Category M-2 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of
passengers and their luggage and comprising more than eight seats in
addition to the driver's seat and having a maximum mass not exceeding
5 tonnes.

o Category M-3 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of
passengers and their luggage and comprising more than eight seats in
addition to the driver's seat and having a maximum mass exceeding 5
tonnes.

Category N : means a motor vehicle with at least four wheels used for the
carriage of goods.

e (Category N-1 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of goods

and having a maximum mass not exceeding 3.5 tonnes.
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Category N-2 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of goods

and having a maximum mass exceeding 3.5 tonnes but not exceeding 12
tonnes.

Category N-3 : means a motor vehicle used for the carriage of goods

and having a maximum mass exceeding 12 tonnes.

The size and dimensions of the reflectors must be as follows:

Goods carriers of categories N-1 and N-2 with gross vehicle weight of
3.5 tonnes or above but less than 7.5 tonnes, manufactured on or
after April 1, 2009, must be affixed with a white reflective tape in
the front, and a red reflective tape at the rear of the body. The width of
both the tapes must be at least 20 mm and it must run across the
entire width of the vehicle body.

Goods carriers of categories N-2 and N-3 with gross vehicle weight of
7.5 tonnes or more, manufactured on or after April 1, 2009, must be
affixed with a white reflective tape, 50 mm wide, in the front and a
red reflective tape, 50 mm wide, in the rear. Both the tapes must be
running across the entire width of the vehicle body.

Trailers and semi-trailers falling in category N-2 and N-3 with gross
vehicle weight over 7.5 tonnes, manufactured on or after April 1,
2009, must be affixed with reflective contour markings at the four
corners in the rear and both sides. The side markings must be at
least 50 mm thick and must be of yellow colour whereas the rear
markings must be at least 50 mm thick and of red colour. A white
reflective tape of at least 30mm
thickness must also be affixed in the
front of the vehicle (Diagram 10).

Diagram 10

All the vehicles of categories M-2 and
M-3, manufactured on or after October 1, 2009, must be affixed with
reflective tapes of at least 50 mm thickness with white tape in the
front and red tape in the rear.

The tapes must run across the entire width of the vehicle body.
Moreover, all the vehicles in M-3 category must be affixed with a
yellow reflective tape of 50 mm thickness, running across the entire
length of the vehicle body.
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3.12. Head Lamps And Rear Lamps

Every motor vehicle must be fitted with head lamps and rear lamps that
can be used to illuminate the road in front as well as in the rear.

The head lamps must be illuminated half an hour after sunset or in
situations when there is no sufficient light. The head lamps must clearly
render objects, vehicles and persons visible at a distance of one hundred
and fifty five meters ahead on the road. Moreover, the head lamps must be
fitted with a mechanism to deflect light downwards (low beam or
dipped light) so that the light does not dazzle any person or other drivers.

It is a good and safe practice to use low-beam (dipped) headlights while
driving in the city or other populated areas where the roads are generally lit
with streetlight. High beams are recommended in those areas where there
are no streetlights on the road and the overall traffic is sparse. If you are
travelling on a highway and using high-beam headlights, switch to low-
beam headlights for an oncoming vehicle. Also, switch to low-beam
headlights when you are behind another vehicle.

Keep your headlights clean and get them adjusted regularly so that they
aim properly.

3.13. Parking Lights

Every motor vehicle other than motor cycle or three-wheeled invalid
carriage must be fitted with one white or amber parking light on each side in
the front, and two red parking lights one on each side in the rear of the
vehicle. These front and rear parking lights remain lit when the vehicle is
kept stationary on the road.

3.14. Use of Red, White, Blue Lights or Spotlights

The use of blue light, red light, flashing light, and strobe lamps is restricted
by law for vehicles that serve specific purpose. No motor vehicle must
show a red light to the front and no light other than red in the rear of the
vehicle except for a white light to illuminate the registration mark, a white
light used while reversing the vehicle, or amber coloured directional indicator
lights.

Use of red, blue, white or flashing lights is restricted to:
o a blinker type red light with purple glass for ambulances,

o a blue light with flasher as determined and notified by the State
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Government,

o a red light with or without a flasher on the vehicles carrying high
dignitaries as notified by the Central or State Government.

o a blue light with or without flasher on vehicles escorting high
dignitaries,

o multi-coloured red, blue, or white lights on vehicles used for
emergency purposes as notified by the State Government,

o light on vehicles used by the officers of the police department,
o blue lights on fire tenders, fire trucks, or other emergency vehicles.

Furthermore, vehicles cannot carry a spot light or search light on the front
except in exceptional conditions as approved by the registering authority.

3.15. Rear-view Mirror

As per Rule 123 of the Haryana Motor Vehicles Rules, 1993, every motor
vehicle other than a road-roller, must be fitted, either internally or
externally, with a rear-view mirror so placed as to enable the driver of the
vehicle to see or become aware of any other vehicle in the rear.

It is recommended to use day/night type of inside rear-view mirror that
has two modes of operation. The ‘night’ mode reduces the glare from the
headlight of the following vehicles reflected in the rear-view mirror during
night driving.

Most of the newer motor vehicles come with side-view mirrors, one on
each side to assist the driver in getting the side views of the road on both
sides of the vehicle.

It is a good practice to make use of the side-view mirrors (also called
wing mirrors) on both sides of the vehicle rather than keeping them
folded. Keep the mirrors clean and without any cracks for a proper view
around the vehicle. Adjust your rear-view mirrors before starting off, and
know your blind spots.

3.16. Seatbelts and Airbags

A seatbelts is an important device which can prevent injury or death in
case of an accident.
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For the vehicles fitted with seatbelts, it is mandatory, as per the Central
Motor vehicles rules, 1989, for the driver of the vehicle and the person
seated in the front seat to wear seatbelts at all times while the vehicle is
in motion. In addition, in case of M1 category of passenger vehicle (i.e.
vehicles having capacity of 8 or less seats other than the driver), persons
occupying front facing rear seat are also required to wear seat belts at all
times while the vehicle is moving.

Seatbelts are for your own safety. Your chances of surviving a motor
vehicle accident improve significantly, if you wear a seatbelt.

+ Seatbelt keeps you behind the wheel and in control of the vehicle in
case of a collision.

+ Seatbelt keeps your head and body from hitting the inside of the
vehicle.

« Seatbelt keeps you inside the vehicle in a collision. A person who is
thrown out of the vehicle during the collision has a higher chance of
getting serious injury.

It is very important to wear the seatbelts properly. Always put the
shoulder strap over your shoulder, never under your arm. The lap-belt
should be put low over the hips, not over the stomach.

Airbags are the supplemental devices to help prevent serious bodily injury or
death. You must wear a seatbelt even if your vehicle is equipped with
airbags. Airbags are helpful in preventing injury only when a seatbelt is
worn. In fact, if you are not wearing a seatbelt, airbags can cause bodily
injury.

3.17. Pollution Control

Every motor vehicle must carry a "“Pollution Under Control” certificate
which is valid for six months. The new motor vehicles must be re-certified
for “Pollution Under Control” after the expiry of one year from the date of
first registration. The certificate must always be carried in the vehicle at all
times.

Maintaining your vehicle in good condition, and following some good
driving practices not only helps reduce air pollution but also saves fuel
costs.

o Keep your engine properly tuned, and tyres properly inflated.

o Observe road signs and traffic laws.
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Avoid speeding.
Avoid frequent acceleration and braking.

Remove access weight and avoid keeping heavy items in your
vehicles.

Use car-pooling, public transport, bike or walking wherever possible.
Plan or combine errands into a single trip.

Turn off the ignition at long traffic stops, or other long hold-ups.

3.18. What Must NOT be on My Vehicle?

Any red or blue lights showing to the front, flashing or blinking
lights,

Any spotlights or search-lights,

Any multi-toned horn or siren that gives a succession of different
sounds,

make use of a cut-out by which exhaust gases are released other
than through the silencer,

Tinted glass windows in violation of the Rule 100(2) of Central Motor

Vehicles Rules, 1989,

Black film on windows,

Vehicle painted olive-green which is reserved for vehicle of defence
department, or painted yellow with dark blue lines which is reserved

for the vehicles of educational institutions carrying students, and

Motor cycles in vyellow colour, which is reserved for the police
department.

3.19. Check Your Vehicle

Quickly check vyour vehicle daily before you begin driving for the

following:

Windscreen and windows for any cracks.
Windscreen wipers are in good condition.

Look for proof of water or oil under the vehicle that might indicate a
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leak.

Check for wear and tear of tyres and proper tyre pressure.

Make sure the gauges are working properly.

All lamps and lights are working properly especially during night.

Licence plates are intact and registration mark on them is properly
visible.

Mirrors are clean and adjusted properly.

“Pollution Under Control” certificate is valid.

It is also a good practice to regularly do the following, especially
before going on a long trip:

Check that the battery is in good condition and the connections are
proper.

Check that the engine oil, engine coolant, brake oil and windscreen
wiper fluid levels are above the minimum level as specified.

Check that the lights including headlights (high beam and dipped
beam) and stop/brake lights are working properly.

Check for any leaks in the exhaust system.

Keep a spare tyre that is in good condition.

Keep a first aid kit, a flashlight, tools needed to replace a tyre and if
possible, a portable fire extinguisher.
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4. TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS AND ROAD MARKINGS

Traffic signs, signals and markings on the roads and pavements are meant to
provide clear guidance to help the drivers drive safely, regulate traffic, cautioning the
drivers of dangers ahead, and informing the drivers of facilities available en-route.
They convey a clear, visual and precise meaning in a simple form. Every
prospective driver, therefore, must know all road signs, signals and markings found
on the public roads and highways and follow them at all times.

4.1 Signs

Road signs are published by Indian Road Congress (IRC) and use symbols and
pictures. These are uniformly followed across the country. They are shape and
color coded to give you a quick idea about what the sign says even before you are
close enough to read it. Road signs are of three types:

e Mandatory Signs
e (Cautionary Signs
e Informatory Signs
Mandatory Signs
These signs are mandatory and must be followed at all times. Mandatory signs
are circular, except the ‘Stop’ sign and the ‘Give Way’ sign. Mandatory signs are

reproduced below for your quick reference.

STOP SIGN
This sign is used on roadways where traffic is required

to stop before entering a major road or
intersection.

GIVE WAY SIGN

You must give way to the other traffic having the
right-of-way.

NO ENTRY

This sign is located at places where the entry of all
vehicles in prohibited.
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STRAIGHT PROHIBITED OR NO ENTRY

This sign is located at places where the vehicles are
not allowed to enter or go straight.

ONE WAY SIGN

Vehicles prohibited in one direction. Indicates that
traffic going forward is prohibited.

ONE WAY SIGN

Vehicles prohibited in one direction. Indicates that
traffic going in the other direction is prohibited.

VEHICLES PROHIBITED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS

This sign is used where entry to all types of vehicular
traffic is prohibited.

® O

ALL MOTOR VEHICLES TRUCKS PROHIBITED BULLOCK CARTS AND
PROHIBITED HAND CARTS PROHIBITED
BULLOCK CARTS TONGAS PROHIBITED HAND CARTS
PROHIBITED PROHIBITED

27



CYCLES PROHIBITED PEDESTRIANS RIGHT TURN
PROHIBITED PROHIBITED

LEFT TURN PROHIBED U-TURN PROHIBITED OVER TAKING
PROHIBITED

HORN PROHIBITED NO PARKING NO STOPING OR
STANDING

®
®
®

SPEED LIMIT WIDTH LIMIT HEIGHT LIMIT

m—-{ 0

©
©

LENGTH LIMIT LOAD LIMIT AXLE LOAD LIMIT



&

O

RESTRICTION ENDS COMPULSORY TURN COMPULSORY AHEAD

LEFT ONLY

G

COMPULSORY TURN COMPULSORY AHEAD COMPULSORY AHEAD

RIGHT OR TURN RIGHT OR TURN LEFT

COMPULSORY KEEP COMPULSORY CYCLE COMPULSORY SOUND
LEFT TRACK HORN

Cautionary Signs

Cautionary signs are meant to warn the drivers about the hazardous or
abnormal conditions lying ahead. These signs are triangular in shape. The

following cautionary sings are included in the motor vehicle act, 1988:

aX

P

RIGHT HAND CURVE LEFT HAND CURVE RIGHT HAIR PIN BEND
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VAN

LEFT HAIR PIN BEND RIGHT REVERSE BEND LEFT REVERSE BEND

VAW

STEEP ASCENT STEEP DESCENT NARROW BRIDGE

A A

ROAD WIDENS AHEAD NARROW ROAD AHEAD SLIPPERY ROAD

A\

LOOSE GRAVEL PEDESTRIAN CROSSING CYCLE CROSSING

A A

SCHOOL AHEAD MEN AT WORK CATTLE

>
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A\

FALLING ROCKS

GAP IN MEDIAN

A\

Y-INTERSECTION

A\

T-INTERSECTION

2N

MAJOR ROAD AHEAD

FERRY

SIDE ROAD RIGHT

>

CROSS ROAD

>

SIDE ROAD LEFT

Y-INTERSECTION

STAGGERED
INTERSECTION

£\

MAJOR ROAD AHEAD

Y-INTERSECTION

STAGGERED
INTERSECTION

>

ROUND ABOUT
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>

DANGEROUS DIP RUMBLE STRIP

>

SPEED BREAKER BARRIER AHEAD

B>
>

QUAYSIDE OR RIVER START OF DUAL

BANK CARRIAGEWAY
~
N
UNREGULATED LEVEL GUARDED LEVEL
CROSSING CROSSING

>
>

OVERHEAD CABLE TRAFFIC SIGNAL

JAN

HUMP OR ROUGH
ROAD

£\

SERIES OF BENDS

AN

END OF DUAL
CARRIAGEWAY

AN

LANE CLOSED

(ON A TWO LANE ROAD)



Informatory Signs

Informatory signs provide information on direction, destination, roadside
facilities etc. to the drivers. These signs are square or rectangular in

shape.

Rohtak -
New Delhi Rohtak
€& New Delhi

Najafgarh Najafgal'l'l T Shardigerh
Masrul

ADVANCE DIRECTION DESTINATION SIGN ADVANCE DIRECTION
SIGN SIGN ON ROTARY
INTERSECTION

Najafgarh 40
Gurgaon
New Delhi 10

DIRECTION SIGN PLACE RE-ASSURANCE SIGN

IDENTIFICATION SIGN

+
==

PETROL PUMP HOSPITAL FIRST-AIDPOST

K E H

EATING PLACE LIGHT REFRESHMENT RESTING PLACE

om0

NO THROUGH ROAD PUBLIC TELEPHONE BUS STOP
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¥

PARKING BOTH SIDES PARKING LOT - PARKING LOT -
SCOOTERS AND CYCLES
MOTOR CYCLES

cg=

TAXI STAND AUTO RICKSHAW CYCLE RICKSHAW

STAND STAND

=gogs

PEDESTRIAN SUBWAY RAILWAY STATION REPAIR FACILITY

g

CONTRA-FLOW BUS LANE BUS LANE

4.2 Signals (Traffic lights)

Traffic lights are used to control traffic at intersections. Apart from traffic
lights, many intersections have lighted arrows for traffic control. Arrows

control the flow of traffic in the direction of the arrow.
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Red

If you see red light as shown in diagram 11, come to a 07
complete stop before entering the intersection and before 0

N

N
the stop line, or pedestrian or zebra crossing, if any. You E |§E|
must wait until the red light turns green. A red arrow

means no turning in the direction of the arrow. Diagram 11

©

Amber

If you see amber light as shown in diagram 12, before
you enter the intersection, stop your vehicle behind the (9
stop line or cross walk (pedestrian crossing). If you N 7
have already entered the intersection and the light turns O
amber, continue moving on, but with caution. A yellow Ig°§§|
arrow means proceed with caution in the direction of

the arrow. Diagram 12

Green

Green light as shown in diagram 13 means you continue e
moving through the intersection carefully giving way to
the pedestrians and other vehicles already in the 07

N

N
intersection. A green arrow indicates that you may IQ Q|
proceed in the direction of the arrow if you are in the

proper lane. Diagram 13
pedestrian crossing, and move through the intersection

only when it is safe to do so. Flashing amber signal @Q

warns drivers to slow down and drive with caution. Diagram 14

O

Flashing Signals

Flashing red signal as shown in diagram 14 means you
must come to a complete stop behind the stop line or

pedestrian, you can cross the road if you face a green
‘walk’ sign as shown in diagram 15.

Pedestrian Crossing signals . .
These signals help pedestrians cross the road safely. As a

Diagram 15

Never try to "beat the light." If the light turns yellow and you have
enough space to stop safely, please stop.
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4.3 Traffic Police Hand Signals

If the traffic is being controlled and directed by the traffic police personn